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supported it when it passed in the 
House last week. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

We ask today that You bless the 
Members of the people’s House, to be 
the best and most faithful servants of 
the people they serve. 

May they be filled with gratitude at 
the opportunity they have to serve in 
this place. We thank You for the abili-
ties they have been given to do their 
work, to contribute to the common 
good. 

As this second session of the 114th 
Congress draws near its end, and legis-
lative business once again weighs heav-
ily on this Hill, withhold not Your spir-
it of wisdom and truth from this as-
sembly. Give each Member clarity of 
thought and purity of motive so that 
they may render their service as their 
best selves. 

In this time of waiting, as people of 
faith prepare for holy celebrations, 
bless our Nation with peace and good 
will. May all Americans of whatever 
faith or background work together to 
build a commonweal, something which 
can only be accomplished by Your 
grace. 

May all that is done this day in the 
people’s House, be for Your greater 
honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause one, rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

HONORING AIR FORCE LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL ROCKO RODRI-
GUEZ 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today, I am grateful to ex-
press my appreciation to Lieutenant 
Colonel Rocko Rodriguez, U.S. Air 
Force, of San Antonio, Texas. 

For the past year, I have had the 
privilege of working alongside Rocko 
in the office as he served the people of 
South Carolina’s Second Congressional 
District as a defense fellow on assign-
ment from the Air Force. 

Lieutenant Colonel Rodriguez was 
commissioned in 2001, through the Offi-
cer Training School at Maxwell Air 
Force Base, Alabama. He distinguished 
himself early as a leader, holding var-
ious positions in special operations and 
cyber operations. Rocko has served 
honorably in Operations Iraqi and En-
during Freedom, Southern Watch, and 
Deny Flight. 

Rocko is a dedicated member of the 
Air Force with academic achievements. 
He will graduate from the Air Force 
Legislative Fellowship program this 
Thursday and will receive his masters 
of science degree from Georgetown 
University Government Affairs Insti-
tute. Lieutenant Colonel Rodriguez 
will soon be transitioning to work at 
the U.S. Cyber Command Legislative 
Affairs Branch. 

I wish Rocko, his wife, Sarah, and his 
four children, Kaitlyn, Natalie, Troy, 
and Timothy, all the best for continued 
success. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EL DORADO 
SPRINGS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to recognize the El Dorado 
Springs Chamber of Commerce, which 
was honored among the 200 local cham-
bers as the 2016 Missouri Small Cham-
ber of Commerce of the Year. 

The title is much deserved as the El 
Dorado Springs Chamber of Commerce, 
under Executive Director Jackson 
Tough, has been a leader in promoting 
economic development, community 
service, and tourism in the area. 

I am honored to represent this distin-
guished organization. 

With around 125 members, the cham-
ber has created a number of initiatives 
to better its community, including the 
‘‘Clean-Up ElDo Mo’’ project to keep 
the city pristine, a youth scholarship 
fund to make sure tomorrow’s leaders 

have the opportunities they need 
today, and a social media initiative 
‘‘Be in the Know about ElDo Mo’’ to 
raise awareness about this wonderful 
city and its residents. 

Communities like El Dorado Springs 
are the foundation of Missouri and our 
way of life. Thanks to the hard work 
and dedication of these chamber lead-
ers, we continue to sustain and 
strengthen our communities. 

I applaud the chamber’s work to 
grow and sustain its community, rec-
ognizing its specific assets and oppor-
tunities, and I congratulate the cham-
ber on all its accomplishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING NEW DEMO-
CRAT COALITION LEADERSHIP 

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the newly elect-
ed leadership of the New Democrat Co-
alition. 

Our new chair, JIM HIMES, and newly 
elected co-chairs, JARED POLIS, SUZAN 
DELBENE, TERRI SEWELL, and DEREK 
KILMER, are strong, bipartisan pro- 
growth leaders. They bring the vision 
and experience to guide the New Demo-
crat Coalition in the 115th Congress. 

New Dems are pragmatic leaders who 
stand up for working families and work 
across the aisle to expand economic op-
portunity. They are focused on cre-
ating jobs and building an economy 
that leaves no one behind, a mission 
that will not change under the next ad-
ministration. 

I am eager to work with our new 
leadership—and our 54 members—as we 
continue to make the New Democrat 
Coalition the home for strong civil 
rights and sensible, bipartisan, pro- 
growth policy in Congress. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 2, 2016. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 2, 2016, at 1:35 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 1561. 

That the Senate agrees to the amendment 
of the House S. 2577. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of 
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